
E-commerce Cost Guide 

University Accounting Services tries to keep the cost of card processing as affordable as possible while 

also supporting a variety of payment gateways. 

There are at least two costs to consider when calculating the cost of e-commerce. The first is the card 

fee assessed by the card networks (Visa, MasterCard, etc). Although the actual rates are far more 

complex, over the course of 12 months you should find that they average out to approximately 2.4% of 

the transaction amount. 

The second cost is the payment gateway fee. A payment gateway is a “middleman” that facilitates 

transactions between your shopping cart and the card processor. You will find the per-transaction costs 

for the university’s supported payment gateways in the table below. 

Gateway PCI 
Per transaction 

Cost1 ACH2 

Texas A&M Marketplace3 SAQ A4 $0.35 Yes 

Flywire Secure Checkout SAQ A $0.30 Yes 

PayPal Payflow Pro SAQ A5 $0.25 No 

Bluefin Payconex6 SAQ A $0.35 Yes (+fee) 
The pricing in this document is considered confidential information and is not to be shared with outside entities. 

A third consideration could be the cost of operating a shopping cart, either from a third party or custom-

built and maintained. The first row in the table above appears to be the most expensive per-transaction 

fee, but includes the cost of access to the Texas A&M Marketplace shopping cart as well as the payment 

gateway. The other rows seem less expensive, but when shopping cart costs are factored in the total 

cost of doing business climbs much higher. 

1 The per-transaction costs listed in this column include a $0.15/transaction e-commerce fee to University 
Accounting Services for ongoing maintenance and support of your e-commerce account and FAMIS feed. 
2 The acceptance of ACH is optional and available upon request. 
3 The listed rate includes use of the Flywire’s Marketplace shopping cart as well as the gateway fee. 
4 Marketplace stores qualify for an abbreviated, 1-page PCI acknowledgement. 
5 The code bases for Payflow and Authorize are robust enough to be used in multiple ways. Consult with our e-
commerce team to ensure the right options are used to stay within SAQ A. 
6 University Accounting Services does not have a Bluefin Payconex feed for FAMIS. All transactions must be 
manually posted to FAMIS, daily. 

Email: marketplace@tamu.edu 
Web: https://uas.tamu.edu/card-acceptance/e-commerce.html 

mailto:marketplace@tamu.edu
https://uas.tamu.edu/card-acceptance/e-commerce.html




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		e-commerce-cost-guide.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

